PRETEEN MINISTRY /

4TH & 5TH GRADE

AUGUST 9, 2026

JESUS RAISED A WIDOW'’S SON

LUKE 7

CHRIST CONNECTION

Jesus has the power to bring the dead to life. We are all dead in
our sins, but Jesus will give us new life in Him if we repent and
trust in His life, death, and resurrection.




LEADER DEVO

Jesus had only just finished healing the centurion’s servant in Luke 7:1-10 when He
came upon the funeral procession of a widow’s only son. Jesus didn’t merely feel
sorry for the grieving widow; He demonstrated His compassion by publicly raising
her son from the dead. In this passage, we witness the truth that only Jesus has the
authority to restore the dead back to life.

The timing in which Jesus entered the woman’s life is interesting as it appears that
He came on the scene just a little too late. Perhaps the woman’s son had been sick
or had received a mortal wound from an accident. Either way, his time for hanging
on to life had passed, and people were now carrying the son’s dead body through
the streets on the way to the grave. Despite this tragedy, Jesus told the woman
not to weep.

This wasn’t because He lacked emotion; Scripture tells us Jesus is the man of
sorrows acquainted with our grief, suffering, and sickness (Isaiah 53:3). No, Jesus
understood the depths of the woman’s despair, and He embodied the greatest
hope in her time of need. The widow no longer needed to cry because Jesus would
soon resurrect her son—a precursor to His promise to one day wipe away all tears
and bring an end to suffering and death.

This week, lead the kids in your class to see that Jesus offers the gift of eternal,
resurrected life to anyone who believes Him. Just as the widow’s son was
physically dead but raised to life, Christ will raise all who call on Him to immediate
new spiritual life and resurrected physical life at His return.
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When kids arrive, they can play in the game room, large group room, or
the balcony area. They can go between the areas as they want until
large group starts. Leaders should be spread out in these areas to

watch kids. Use this time to interact with kids and build relationships
with them. Ask them about their week, big events coming up, or follow
up on a prayer request from the week before.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

THIS MONTH’S MEMORY VERSE
BIBLE
Then you will call upon me and come and pray 20| BUCKS

to me, and | will hear you. You will seek me and
find me, when you seek me with all your heart. NEXT BIBLE BUCKS DAY

Jeremiah 29:12-13 AUG 30

There are many technigues and tools to help kids (and you!) memorize Scripture.

THIS MONTH’S TOOL: VERSE ABBREVIATIONS

On an index card, write out the first letter of each word in the verse you want to
memorize. For example, Jeremiah 29:12-13 will look like:

TYWCUMACAPTMAIWHYYWSMAFMWYSMWAYH
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Jesus, His disciples, and a large crowd were traveling to a town called Nain. As
Jesus was coming near the gate of the town, a dead man was being carried out.
This man was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow, which meant her
husband was dead. A large crowd from the city was also with the woman.

When Jesus saw her, He had compassion on her. He said, “Don’t cry.” Then He
came up and touched the coffin carrying the young man’s body. The people

carrying the coffin stopped. Jesus said, “Young man, | tell you, get up!”

The dead man sat up and began to speak! Jesus brought the man back to his
mother. Everyone was amazed, and they glorified God. They said, “A great Prophet
has come to us!” and “God has visited His people.”

Word about Jesus and this miracle spread throughout Judea and the land.

CHRIST CONNECTION

Jesus has the power to bring the dead to life. We are all dead in our sins, but Jesus will give
us new life in Him if we repent and trust in His life, death, and resurrection.
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SMALL GROUPS

OUR GOAL

To create opportunities that invite preteens to discover for
themselves what it means to own and live out their faith.

DISCUSSION / APPLICATION

1) There are many stories of Jesus doing miracles. Is there something in this
miracle that stands out to you? If so, what?

2) What do you think were the purposes of Jesus’ miracles?

To care for/help people; to show His love for people; to show that He is the
Messiah; to show that He has power to heal and save; etc.

3) Imagine if you were living in Israel during this time and witnessed Jesus
raise this man to life. What would you think/how would you react?

4) God still does miracles today! What are some ways you have seen or heard
of God doing miracles?
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After small group, kids can play in the game room, large group room, or the
balcony area. They can go between the areas as they want until they are
picked up. Leaders should be spread out in these areas to watch kids. Use

this time to interact with kids and follow up on any questions or discussions

from small group time.

As parents arrive upstairs, direct them to the game room, large group room,
or balcony to pick their kids up. Make sure to match their security code with
their kid’s name tag and remove the name tag before they leave!

CLEAN UP

Put away any supplies used during small group.

e Turn off TVs and lights in the small group rooms.

e Turn off both air hockey tables and put away extra pucks or paddles.

e Gather any balls or other items left out in the game room and put them
away in the correct bins.

e Put away any games, books, or supplies in the balcony area.

Check for any items left behind by kids and put them in the lost and found.

THANK YOU
FOR SERVING!
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