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THE NORTHERN KINGDOM WAS DESTROYEDTHE NORTHERN KINGDOM WAS DESTROYED
2 KINGS 17

PRETEEN MINISTRY
4TH & 5TH GRADE

CHRIST CONNECTION
The kingdom of Israel was destroyed because of their sin.
We all sin against God and deserve death, but God sent
Jesus to die in our place. Because of Jesus, those who trust
in Him will never be removed from God’s presence.
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LEADER DEVOLEADER DEVO

Hoshea was an evil king in the long line of the evil kings of Israel. In Hoshea’s ninth
year as king, the king of Assyria captured Samaria, put Hoshea in prison, and moved
all the Israelites to Assyria. The kingdom of Israel was officially destroyed.

Why was Israel destroyed? Although God had been patient, the Israelites witnessed
their kingdom crumble because of their unrelenting sin. God had freed Israel from the
oppressive hand of Pharaoh and brought them out of the land of Egypt. The Lord
loved the people of Israel, performed many miracles, and commanded them to
worship Him alone. The people of Israel were meant to be set apart as the Lord’s
people, but they worshiped false gods and lived like the nations around them.

Through the prophets, God repeatedly warned the Israelites to repent and turn back
to the one true God, but the people did not listen. The Lord warned the people, saying,
“Turn from your evil ways and keep my commands and statutes according to the
whole law I commanded your ancestors” (2 Kings 17:13). The Israelites, however, did
not listen. Instead, they rejected God and His covenant and followed worthless idols.

As the people ignored God’s warnings, He became angry. God judged Israel’s sin and
allowed Assyria to destroy the Northern Kingdom. He rejected them and cast them
out of His presence. The king of Assyria moved the people of Israel out of their land
and brought foreigners to live in Israel’s land and cities.

The kingdom of Israel was destroyed because of the Israelites’ sin. God’s gracious
patience lasted for years, but the people failed to repent and seek the Lord
wholeheartedly. Like Israel, we sin, and all sin deserves death. Those who fail to repent
and trust in Christ will be separated from God forever. Yet, the unfailing love of the
Lord has provided the way for people to be forgiven and live with God forever. Those
who trust in Christ will escape God’s punishment of sin. They will not only find
forgiveness but also receive the Holy Spirit who empowers them to live for God.

As you prepare for this week’s session, pray for boys and girls to see their need for
Jesus. Pray also that you would be able to clearly communicate the gift of the Savior,
thanking God for sending Jesus to restore what we have broken through our sin and
disobedience. Rejoice together in the fact that Jesus died and rose again so that we
might be saved from certain destruction!
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ARRIVALARRIVAL

When kids arrive, they can play in the game room, Large Group room,
or the balcony area. They can go between the areas as they want until

Large Group starts. Leaders should be spread out in these areas to
watch kids. Use this time to interact with kids and build relationships

with them. Ask them about their week, big events coming up, or follow
up on a prayer request from the week before.

Deuteronomy 13:4

THIS MONTH’S MEMORY VERSE

SCRIPTURE MEMORYSCRIPTURE MEMORY

NEXT BIBLE BUCKS DAY

NOV 23

There are many techniques and tools to help kids (and you!) memorize Scripture. 

THIS MONTH’S TOOL: POST-IT NOTES

You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear
him and keep his commandments and obey his

voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him.

Write the verse out on a Post-it note and put that note somewhere you’ll see it
often, like a bathroom mirror, the fridge door, etc. Every time you see the note,

read the verse aloud 2-3 times. Consider making multiple notes for multiple
spots!



King Hoshea (hoh SHEE uh) was another evil king in the long line of evil kings of
Israel. He would also be the last.

In Hoshea’s ninth year as king, the king of Assyria captured Samaria in Israel, put
King Hoshea in prison, and moved all the Israelites to Assyria. The kingdom of
Israel was destroyed. This happened because of the sin of the Israelites.

God brought the Israelites out of the land of Egypt, freeing them from slavery. He
performed powerful miracles for them and took care of them. He gave them
instructions, including a commandment to worship Him alone.

But instead of worshiping God alone, they worshiped other gods. They acted like
the people who once lived in the land the Lord gave them. They created altars to
other gods and burned incense to them on every high hill and under every green
tree. They did evil things, just like the nations who lived there before them.

God warned His people over and over through prophets. He said, “Turn from your
evil ways. Keep my commandments and the law sent to you through the
prophets.” But the people did not listen. They were stubborn like their ancestors.
They rejected God and the covenant He made with the people at Mount Sinai.
They followed worthless idols.

As the people ignored God’s warnings over and over, God became very angry. He
rejected them, removed them from His presence, and handed them over to the
nation of Assyria. The king of Assyria moved all the Israelites out of the land and
brought in foreign people to live in Israel’s cities.

The kingdom of Israel was destroyed. Only the tribe of Judah remained.
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LESSONLESSON

The kingdom of Israel was destroyed because of their sin. We all sin against
God and deserve death, but God sent Jesus to die in our place. Because of
Jesus, those who trust in Him will never be removed from God’s presence.

CHRIST CONNECTION



Preteen Leader Guide
Unit 14 • Session 4

© 2025 Lifeway
— 5 —

SMALL GROUPSSMALL GROUPS

OUR GOALOUR GOAL

To create opportunities that invite preteens to discover for
themselves what it means to own and live out their faith.

ICEBREAKERSICEBREAKERS

QUESTION: HIGH, LOW, BUFFALO 

Take turns telling the group what your high for the past week was, your
low for the past week was, and something random like a fun fact, a silly
joke, a short story, etc.

ACTIVITY: HUMAN KNOT

Have kids form a circle, reach across, and grab the hands of two
different people. Then have kids work together to untangle themselves
without letting go of their hands.
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PRAYPRAY

SMALL GROUPSSMALL GROUPS

DISCUSSION / APPLICATIONDISCUSSION / APPLICATION

1) Read 2 Kings 17:7-13. Why was the Northern Kingdom destroyed and the
Israelites taken captive?

Take time to ask your group for any prayer requests or
praises they have for this upcoming week. Invite kids to pray

for each other and/or pray as a group for all the requests.

PRAYER

2) God brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, performed miracles for
them, and took care of them. Why do you think they continued to worship
other gods?

See also: Exodus 20:3-4, Deuteronomy 20:16-18, Judges 1:27-36

3) What does the story of the Northern Kingdom’s destruction tell us about
God’s character?

4) God is just and God is merciful. How can both statements be true at the
same time?

5) In what way do we deserve punishment for our sins? (see Romans 6:23)

6) How does God show justice and mercy to us for our sins?

7) How does understanding the depth of our sin make God’s love all the more
amazing?
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PICK UPPICK UP

THANK YOU
FOR SERVING!

CLEAN UPCLEAN UP

Put away any supplies used during small group.
Turn off TVs and lights in the small group rooms.
Turn off both air hockey tables and put away extra pucks or paddles.
Gather any balls or other items left out in the game room and put
them away in the correct bins.
Put away any games, books, or supplies in the balcony area.
Check for any items left behind by kids and put them in the lost and
found.

After small group, kids can play in the game room, Large Group room, or
the balcony area. They can go between the areas as they want until they
are picked up. Leaders should be spread out in these areas to watch kids.

Use this time to interact with kids and follow up on any questions or
discussions from small group time.

As parents arrive upstairs, direct them to the game room, Large Group
room, or balcony to pick their kids up. Make sure to match their security

code with their kid’s name tag and remove the name tag before they leave!


