Northwest Bible Church
WHAT DOES FAITH DO? « FAITH SPEAKS « JAMES 3:1-12 - 9/13/2020

MAIN POINT

Recognize the importance of words. Recognize the power of the tongue. Recognize genuine faith
cannot remain silent because faith speaks.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is your earliest memory of words someone used to either build you up or tear
you down? Why do you think those memories stick with us for so long?

In your experience, do people usually use words in a postive way or negative?

Which is more difficult for you - to share your faith in the way you speak or the way
you live? Explain.

WATCH THE SESSION 7 VIDEO FEATURING DERIC THOMAS.

In the seventh video session, Pastor Deric explains that God has not left us alone to demonstrate
our faith by our actions. He has given us His Word. Deric notes, “God speaks (Gen. 3). People
speak. The church speaks.” The third chapter of James helps us recognize the truth about our

tongues.
UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

| HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 3:1-6.
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How do rudders on ships and bits in horses’ mouths relate to the tongue? A forest set
on fire by a small spark? What is James doing with these analogies?

Why is the tongue so hard for us to control? When, in your life, is this most true?

Like the bit in a horse's mouth, James likened the control of speech to a small rudder that turns a
large ship. Compared to the overall size of a ship, the rudder is small, yet has the power to steer
the much larger vessel wherever the will of the pilot directs. In a similar way, the tongue has great
power to control the rest of the body.

How does the tongue “corrupt the whole body” and set “the whole course of one’s life
on fire”? Is James overstating things here? Have have you seen the power of words
revealed to this extent?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 3:7-12.

If verse 8 is true, then what hope do we have? How does Proverbs 18:21 help answer

this question?

The point of the analogies is that believers need their tongues to be in submission to God. As
Pastor Deric notes, “the tongue is located in a slippery place. We must recognize our inability to
tame the tongue.” We must also “recognize that our words are an indication of the heart, and
therefore one€’s true spiritual condition.” As such, we need wisdom from above.

What can't you do at the same time, according to verses 7-10?
Why isn't behavior modification enough to fix the problem of words in a person’s life?
How do James’ words about the tongue relate to James’ theme: faith works?

What does it look like to turn to God for the controlling of our tongues?

God shows us our responsibility to speak the truth in love, taking the gospel to our neighbors and
the nations. When authentic faith is present, words are used to draw people to Christ.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How do you respond to the fact that you can’t tame your tongue - does that make you
feel helpless or does it free you up? Explain.
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In what situation or relationship do you need to better recognize the importance of
words?

How do we do with words in this group? Does it matter? Why? How can we do better?

PRAYER

Thank God for the gift of words, particularly His Word that points us to love and truth. Ask God
to help us control and tame our words so that we can bless Him and build one another up.

COMMENTARY
| JAMES 3:1-12

3:1. James was deeply concerned about sins of speech. He referred to them previously in the
book and will do so again. Evidently, there were many believers who wanted to teach, but not all
were qualified or equipped. Some selfishly may have wanted the prestige, recognition, and honor
the teacher’s role afforded. James warned against allowing believers to become teachers simply
because they wanted such a position. He knew they first needed a firm grasp of the gospel’s
contents and applications for living.

3:2-3. His words apply specifically to teachers, but also generally to all Christians. He declared all
believers stumble. Note he included himself. The Greek word translated “stumble” means “to
make a false step,” thus “to commit error.” It can have the stronger ideas of offending or
transgressing. Here it has the sense of sinning or failing in speech. “In many ways” means
“often” or “many times.” James declared that a person who can continuously avoid sinning in
speech is a mature man. Being careful in what we say and in how we express ourselves shows
we are maturing as believers. In verse 3 James moved to the first of three illustrations that stress
the power of speech. The bits enable riders to guide the whole animal. James’s point is that
small bits could control large, powerful animals. Bits have power out of proportion to their size.

3:4-6. James next used ships that were very large to present the disparity between size and
power. When huge ships encounter a storm and are driven by fierce (“stiff,” “harsh”) winds, the
ships’ pilots use very small rudders to guide the vessels in the desired direction. The tongue is a
small part of the body but has tremendous power and influence of speech—for good or bad.
James pointed out a small fire could start a raging inferno that engulfs a huge forest. In the
same way, uncontrolled speech can be almost unlimitedly destructive. The Greek word translated
“corrupts” means “stains” or “soils” and has the further sense of contaminating. The tense
conveys continuous action: Uncontrolled speech goes on contaminating the whole body—the
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total personality. Also, such speech sets the course of life on fire. The phrase “the course of life”
(literally, “the wheel of life") likely refers to a person’s span of life from birth to death.
Uncontrolled speech cuts a path of destruction throughout a person’s entire lifetime.

3:7-8. Though humans have tamed or domesticated all kinds of creatures, we still have trouble
taming the tongue. James described the tongue as a restless evil. “Restless” conveys the sense
of instability. It has the idea of impulsiveness, unpredictability, and inconsistency. Though not
evil in itself, the tongue (or our speech) is capable of great evil (see v. 6). In fact, it can be death-
dealing. “Deadly” literally is “death-bringing.” Poisonous speech strikes with venom comparable
to that of the world’s deadliest viper.

3:9-12. James presented a devastating contradiction to emphasize believers’ deadly misuse of
speech. Christians continuously verbalize praise to God, who is Lord and Heavenly Father. The
Greek term for “praise” gives us our word eulogy—"a good word.” James's scathing indictment is
that believers turn from the highest use of speech— praising God—to the lowest—cursing people.
In verse 11, James drove home the necessity of believers’ maintaining consistency of speech.
His first illustration from nature concerned water, a precious commodity. A spring gushing out of
a fissure in the earth does not produce both sweet and bitter water, does it? His second
illustration concerns food-producing plants. These plants produce after their kind, do they not?
Fig trees produce figs, never olives. Grapevines produce grapes, never figs. As a third illustration,
James returned to the subject of water. A spring produces one kind of water. A saltwater spring,
such as those in the Dead Sea area, could not yield fresh water— always at a premium in the
promised land. James focused on nature's consistency to emphasize that believers’ speech
needs to be consistent with their new nature in Christ and not inconsistent with it.
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