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Northwest Bible Church
WHAT DOES FAITH DO? •  FAITH PERSEVERES •  JAMES 1:1-18 •  8/16/2020

MAIN POINT
Trials and temptations are inevitable in our lives and God intends both of them to deepen our
faith.

INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Have you ever started something and then gave up because it was too difficult? (Ex.
training for a marathon, a home project, learning to play the piano, etc.) Do you now
wish you hadn’t given up? Explain.

Share an example of a time when you had to endure something even though you
wished you didn’t have to. What motivated you to endure during that time?

WATCH THE SESSION 1 VIDEO FEATURING DAVID PLATT.

Endurance can take many forms. We often think of endurance when it pertains to physical long
distance events such as a marathon or a triathlon. Endurance is not merely a physical tool, it is a
spiritual one as well. As David Platt explains in the first video session of Faith Works, James
wrote his letter “to Jewish Christians walking through difficult times to examine the relationship
between faith and works and to explore the impact of our faith on life in this world.” James
begins his letter urging endurance in trials.

UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 1:1-12.
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According to James, what should be a Christian’s attitude when facing trials? How
does the phrase “consider it” help you understand how you come to a place of joy in
trials?

What does James indicate God’s purpose is in our trials? Can you think of any other
way He could accomplish the same thing? Why not?

James advised those facing trials to approach them with joy. When trials are rightly faced, they
are avenues to spiritual growth. When faced wrongly, they become temptations to evil. James
did not say trials should make us happy or that we should look forward to them. Rather, James
wrote with a deep realization that life’s pressures have a way of strengthening our character and
faith. In other words, they help us develop perseverance. David Platt explains it this way, “In
trials, we learn to grow in HIs likeness (v.4 ). We learn to trust in His wisdom (v. 5). We learn to
rely on HIs resources (v. 9-11). We learn to live for His reward (v. 12).”

Why is perseverance important? What reward comes with persevering in the faith?

Read Romans 5:3-5. What two things did Paul say we can rejoice in because of God’s
grace? Which of Paul’s stated reasons for rejoicing is a little tougher for you? Why?

What incident in your life can you look back on and see the truth of verses 3-5?

Christian joy runs deep and endures because its source is the ever-flowing stream of God’s grace.
This is why both Paul and James could state that we as believers also rejoice in our afflictions.
Paul’s statement doesn’t imply that we somehow enjoy suffering. Rather, it means that we have
confidence God will use even our afflictions to bring about His good purposes in our lives. For
this confidence, we need look no further than the example of Jesus (see Hebrews 2:10; 12:2).

What does James teach us about the nature of our prayers for wisdom?

What does it mean to be a “double-minded” person? What impact would this have on
how a person faces trials?

David Platt encourages, “Don’t waste your trials. Draw near to Him. Keep asking Him over and
over again. Rely on the resource He provides and keep your eyes on the reward. This is the only
way you can walk through trials with pure joy.”

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 1:13-18.

Why do you think people try to blame God for the temptations they face?

According to James in 1:13-15, who is the real culprit we are to blame for our sins?
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What is the chain of events that happen when we act on our temptations?

James placed the responsibility for temptations on the individual. Temptations arise from within
the person but in themselves do not constitute sin. Entertaining temptation, however, can set in
motion a tragic process. First, the person is drawn away and enticed by his own evil desires.
Then, joining one’s will with evil desire produces sin, and full-blown, unrepented sin leads to
spiritual death.

What do these verses tell us about God? How can these truths encourage us as we
fight against temptation?

James makes it clear that in as much as God cannot be tempted, He does not tempt anyone.
Jesus did not mean believers should pray, “Don’t let us be tempted.” Rather, believers should ask
God not to abandon them to temptation that results in their succumbing to it. Followers of Jesus
can expect spiritual attacks from Satan, our adversary. Jesus taught us to seek power over and
protection from Satan that only God can give.

What spiritual blessings does James draw attention to in this passage?

When we give into the temptation to sin, how is our witness to the world impacted?

David Platt summarizes these verses this way: “We are responsible in our temptation and God is
faithful for our salvation.” His goodness is unchanging (17). His goodness is undeserved (18).
His goodness is unending (18).” Rather than running off to our temptations and doubting His
goodness, we should trust HIm in our trials and temptations.

APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What are some specific ways you’ve seen God’s power at work in your life when
you’ve faced temptations? What role did prayer play in those situations?

Does all this talk about spiritual battle make you feel weary or motivated to fight?
Explain.

How does God mean for us, in this group, to help each other consider it all joy when
we endure trials?

PRAYER
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Thank God He has saved us from our sin and will see us through our sorrow. Ask Him for
wisdom in temptation and power to overcome.

COMMENTARY
JAMES 1:1-18

1:1. James, the half-brother of Jesus and leader of the Jerusalem church, referred to himself
modestly as a servant, literally “slave.” The term indicates full submission to God and the Lord
Jesus Christ. James wrote to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations, a reference primarily
to Jewish Christians scattered most likely because of persecution such as that following
Stephen’s death (see Acts 8:1b). Some interpreters extend the designation twelve tribes to
include all the people of God in Christ.

1:2-4. James advised those facing trials to approach them with great joy. The Greek word
translated “trials” can be used in a good or a bad sense. When trials are rightly faced they are
avenues to spiritual growth; when faced wrongly they become temptations to evil. In this context
James is using the term in a positive sense; trials are tests of faith. The noun translated “trials”
is related to the word rendered “tempted” in verse 13, but there the word clearly refers in a
negative sense to the temptation to sin. Perseverance or “endurance” is not the goal, but the
means of reaching the goal. The goal is to become mature and complete. A Christian who is
mature in the knowledge of the Scriptures but whose behavior does not match his or her
profession of faith is not a mature Christian.

1:5. Heavenly wisdom, the internal and practical means to endure, is particularly needed when
we face trials. Difficult times often visit us suddenly and without warning. Our natural reactions
could be distress, grief, perplexity, confusion, disappointment, or hopelessness. Without wisdom,
we do not have God’s perspective on our trials, a perspective that helps us get through the dark
days of difficulty. When we find that we lack wisdom, we should turn to God for it. The form of
the verb translated “ask” indicates that we should keep on asking. James reassured his readers
that God will not scold them for asking. God gives generously without finding fault. God will give
the gift wisdom not just to special people, but to any believer who asks Him for it.

1:6. This verse calls attention to a prerequisite to our asking God for wisdom. We must come to
Him in faith, trusting that He will grant us the wisdom we need. We should not expect results
when we exhibit a faith mixed with doubts. When our faith wavers in such a manner, we are like
a wave in the ocean that is driven and tossed about at the mercy of the wind. The wave moves
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one way one minute and another way the next minute according to the movement of the wind.
The imagery is that of vacillation and instability.

1:7-8. “That man” designates the person who asks for wisdom with the mouth but does not trust
God with the heart. Such an individual is a walking contradiction. James called someone who
behaves in this manner double-minded, literally “two-souled.” The double- minded person has not
set his or her life-guiding principles in concrete. A double-minded believer is not demonstrating
love for God with one’s whole heart, mind, and soul (Matthew 22:37). James also characterized
such a believer as “unstable,” a translation of a Greek word meaning “unsteady,” “staggering like
a drunken person,” or “fickle.”

1:9. To emphasize his point, James introduced what may be viewed as two specific kinds of
trials. Each of his readers could probably identify with one of these two situations. The first trial
is poverty. To be in humble circumstances is to be in poverty or in low social standing. Perhaps
persecution had reduced believers from a position of social influence to a state of poverty. Such
persons might be tempted to adopt an attitude of hopelessness. Instead, James encouraged
these Christians to take pride or “glory” in their eternal spiritual riches rather than be discouraged
by their poverty.

1:10. The second trial is having money beyond that needed to meet life’s basic needs (one who is
rich). James warned that the rich also would confront tests of their faith, but their tests would be
of a different nature than those faced by the poor. For example, the rich might easily be tempted
to assume an attitude of false pride and self- sufficiency because of their wealth. James
encouraged wealthy believers to take pride instead in a low position. Wealthy believers needed to
view their social and economic statuses as temporary and fleeting. They needed to humble
themselves in order to guard against trusting in their wealth instead of trusting in God.

1:11. In this verse James continued his comparison of the wealthy individual to a wild flower, a
familiar image of frailty in the Old Testament. All the splendor of the rich eventually vanishes, if
not before then certainly after the person dies. Only because the sovereign God allowed it did
that individual possess wealth in the first place. The wealthy believer who keeps this truth in
mind will find strength in the Lord to resist the sin of trusting in riches.

1:12. Persevering or remaining faithful while undergoing trials has its reward from God. The
crown of life probably refers to life in its fullness or completeness as God intended. Those who
endure trials often have an unmistakable mark of Christ’s life on them, a heavenly fragrance
about them that is attractive and sweet. The crown of life can also refer to the life to come with
God in His kingdom that will include reigning with Christ in victory.
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The phrase “stood the test” means to stand approved as gold or silver is approved after passing
the test for genuineness. Trials are tests of faith. Living by faith is not difficult in the absence of
testing. But when the test comes, will we stand? When we exercise faith during trials, we stand
the test. .’

Outward trials frequently provide an occasion for the development of sinful attitudes within.
When you don’t understand these trials, it is easy to revolt against God. Who is responsible when
these trials appear? May we blame God? The Bible teaches that God sends trials (Gen. 22:1; 2
Chr. 32:31). However, we must not blame him for the evil effects of the trials. God does not call
us to disobedience by enticing us to evil (1:13–16), but he is the source of everything good
(1:17–18). He allows trials to produce holiness and stamina in his people. We hold the blame for
any evil effects of trials in our lives.

1:13–16. People sometimes complain, “God is tempting me.” Two insights about God show that
he is not responsible for evil. First, God cannot be tempted by evil. God has no weakness or
tendency which temptation can exploit. God’s holy character puts him out of reach of
temptation. Evil has no appeal for God. Evil is repulsive to God. Second, God does not use evil to
tempt anyone. True, God sometimes places us in situations in which we can compromise (Gen.
22:1). However, he does not do this with a view to encourage our sin but to build us up.

Verses 14–15 outline the beginnings of sin in the human heart. First, openness to temptation
develops from weaknesses in the human heart. “Dragged away and enticed” comes from the
language of fishing. The first word described the act of luring fish from their hiding places. The
second word pictured the enticing of fish as with a juicy worm on a hook. Evil desire is the bait
which hooks the human being. The Bible will not let us blame heredity, an evil environment, or
wicked companions for sin. The blame rests squarely on the individual, on you and me.

1:17–18. Having learned God is not responsible for human sin, we now see that God is the
source of all that is good. God shows his goodness in that he does not change (v. 17) and by
giving the good gift of new life to believers (v. 18).

Every kind of good has its ultimate source in God. Gifts are perfect because they fully meet the
needs of the recipients. “Gift” includes not only God’s spiritual blessings, but also the many
benefits which provide for the physical and emotional needs of human beings.

The last part of verse 17 makes three statements about God. The King James Version makes
this clear, describing God as “the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning.” First, as the Father of the heavenly lights God is the Creator of the stars and other
heavenly bodies. Second, God does not change. This term from astronomy frequently refers to
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the change in light intensity from sun and moon. The sun gives full light at midday, dim light at
dusk, and no light at all in the night. In stark contrast to the sun, God’s character does not
change. The light of his truth and holiness remains constant.

Third, God does not undergo any “shadow of turning.” This term also comes from astronomy,
describing moving heavenly bodies that produce constantly changing shadows on the earth.
God’s purposes do not have such a variation or shifting. The movements of the sun, moon, and
clouds regularly cause changes in light and shadows throughout the day. God’s character is
always constant, true, unchanging, reliable, good, and faithful. What a God we have! As the
hymn writer has said: “Change and decay in all around I see. O Thou who changest not, abide
with me.”

Verse 18 looks at the new birth God has given his people. God chose to give the new birth. The
means of the new birth was the word of truth, a description of the gospel, the good news about
Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:13). The result of this new birth is that believers become a kind of firstfruits
of all he created. The firstfruits represented that initial portion of the harvest offered to God
before the rest of the crop was harvested. They were the pledge of a full crop to come (Lev.
23:9–11). These first-century Christians were a pledge of a vast harvest of saved people in the
centuries to come.


